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Tahmasp's service, and Allah Yar Khan was officially appointed Governor

of Herat.1

Nadir and Tahmasp started on their homeward march soon after,
and reached Mashhad on the 4th Dhu'l-Hijja (ist July), having been absent
for two months.

Although this campaign did not completely shatter the power of the
Abdalis and prevent them from revolting later,2 it was of importance
in that it demonstrated the fact that the Afghans were not invincible,
and that the Persians, when properly trained and led, could defeat them.
The Persian army, after many years of neglect and lack of training and
discipline,3 was at last being welded into a fighting force again, and was
learning to have confidence not only in its leader but in itself.

*  T.N., p. 60.

* See p. 51, below.

* xVlajor-General Sir F. Goldsmid, in his interesting article entitled Par da and its Military Re-

sources (in the Journal of the Royal United Service Institution, Vol. XXI11, yth March,
1879), referred as follows to the state of the army under the later Safavis ; " Both . . .
Abbas II and his son Suliman made some attempt to restore the strength and efficiency of
the army, but little progress was made . . . the service continued to deteriorate, and was a
very poor one indeed under the later Safavian rnonarchs. In those days a stale of peace was
especially destructive to the morale of a soldier. Neither drill, discipline, garrison nor outpost
duty was a serious matter, if at all heeded ; the Persian sarbaz lived in his own house and had,
it might be, no more work to perform for the State than to obey a yearly or half-yearly
summons to parade with full equipment, and show his weapons to an inspecting officer."